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Abandonment 

Suspect  abandons  cocaine  while  approaching  officer, 

Miranda  (TX) . Nov.  4 

Anonymous  Tip 

Anonymous  tip  insufficient  to  justify  pat  down.  Bouie  (PA)  June  4 
Body  Cavity  Search 

Officers  find  plastic  bag  protruding  from  man's  rectum 


during  strip  search.  More  (NY) . May  2 

Border  Patrol 

Airline  passenger  arrested  when  customs  agents  discover 

his  clothes  soaked  in  opium.  Yang  (7th  Cir.) . June  2 

Couple  searched  aboard  vacation  cruise  line. 

Smith  (5th  Cir.) . Jan.  2 

Checkpoint 

Woman  apprehended  attempting  to  flee  at  military 

checkpoint.  Green  (5th  Cir.) . Aug.  7 

Community  Care  Taking  Exception 

Caller  reports  people  entering  vacant  house;  officer 

conducts  warrantless  search.  Alexis  T.  (CA) . June  6 

Confidential  Informant 

Among  evidence  seized  in  drug  bust:  A  picture  of  President 

Clinton  smoking  pot.  Johnson  (6th  Cir.) . July  3 

Informant's  tip  leads  to  discovery  of  cocaine, 

Myrieckes  (3rd  Cir.) . Oct.  6 

Police  discover  drugs  under  invalid  search  warrant. 

Horton  (LA) . Sept.  7 

Consent 

Crack  sellers  answer  motel  room  door  after  hearing  cops 

knock  on  neighboring  door.  Cheese  (6th  Cir.) . Sept.  2 

Did  suspect's  subsequent  consent  cure  the  initial  illegal 

search?.  Hernandez  (5th  Cir.) . April  4 

Officer  approaches  van  and  asks  occupants  to  hold  their 

hands  up  without  reasonable  suspicion.  Heilman  (CO) . July  6 

Officers  approach  suspect's  residence  without  reasonable 

suspicion  or  probable  cause,  Scott  (AR) . May  5 

Police  ask  to  take  a  'quick  look  around,'  exceed  scope  of 

search,  Johnson  ( AK) . May  4 

Suspect  claims  he  revoked  consent  before  discovery  of 

marijuana.  Balderama-Federico  ( 10th  Cir.) . Nov.  5 

Conspiracy 

Man  sells  informant  SI47.(XK)  in  cocaine,  Castro  (IL) . Feb.  4 

Constructive  Possession 

Suspect  claims  he  did  not  possess  drugs  ptilice  discovered 

at  his  residence,  Allen  (I.A) . Oct.  3 


Month  Page 


Distribution 

Officer  searches  car  despite  ascertaining  driver  had  not 

committed  traffic  offense.  Jones  (G.A) . Feb.  6 

Police  officers  search  man's  pants  while  he's  in  shower. 

Trusty  (CO) . Feb.  7 

Drug  Trafficking 

Court  holds  officers  only  need  reasonable  suspicion  to  detain 

traffic  violator  until  canine  unit  arrives,  Lewis  (MI) . July  4 

Drug  Transaction 

Officer  punches  suspect  in  stomach;  cocaine  flies  out 

mouth.  Brooks  (LA) . April  7 

Excessive  Force 

Officer  places  hand  on  suspect's  Adam's  apple  to  prevent 

him  from  swallowing  drugs,  Flores  (CA) . May  8 

Exigent  Circumstances 

Officer  follows  evasive  man  inside  house.  Harris  (lA) . Dec.  7 

Expectation  of  Privacy 

Officer  overhears  drug  deal,  arrests  suspected  dealer, 

Boceski  (AK) . Nov.  4 

Good  Faith  E.xception 

Verbal  statements  at  the  scene  do  not  validate  invalid  search 

warrant.  Walker  (9th  Cir.) . Oct.  4 

Informant 

Officers  make  arrest  based  on  faulty  information  from 

informant,  Gillin  (CA) . Feb.  7 

Officers  rely  on  informant  known  to  be  a  methamphetamine 

manufacturer,  Johnson  (WA) . March  3 

Suspect  alleges  not  enough  probable  cause  for  search 

warrant.  Martin  (SC) . Feb.  8 

Untested  informant's  reliability  proven  when  prediction  was 

corroborated.  Ruelas  (CA) . March  4 

Intent  to  Distribute 

Anonymous  caller  uses  cell  phone  to  report  erratic  driver. 

Wheat  (8th  Cir.) . March  2 

Man  drives  by  home;  officers  tr.ick  him  down  near 

dumpster,  Burgess  ( lOth  Cir.) . April  5 

Officers  approach  a  car  momentarily  stopped  in  traffic  and 

ask  questions.  Baker  ( 1 1  th  Cir. ) . Aug.  4 

Officers  illegally  enter  apartment,  but  get  consent  to  search. 

Corral  (IL) . May  7 

Passenger  claims  he  was  unlawfully  seized  when  officer 

questioned  him  during  a  traffic  stop.  Childs  (7th  Cir.) . April  6 

Police  recover  154  rocks  of  cocaine  base.  Johnson  (8th  Cir.)  Oct.  5 

Police  stop  speeder,  discover  230  pounds  of  marijuana, 

Williams  ( lOth  Cir.) . Feb.  5 
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Munth  Pace 

Suspect  confesses  to  crack-cocaine  possession  out  of 

concern  for  his  passenger,  Briggs  (7th  Cir.) . Feb.  6 

Investigative  Stop 

Does  nervous  behavior  and  scurrying  away  justify 

investigative  stop?,  Wilson  (D.C.  Cir.) . Sept.  5 

Officer  asks  woman  to  step  out  of  car  for  no  reason. 

Santiago  (OH) . June  8 

Officer  stops  man  after  he  was  almost  struck  by  a 

passing  car,  Ceja-Tinajero  (8th  Cir.) . Aug.  6 

Officers  handcuff  suspect  during  Terry  stop,  David  S.  (MD)  April  3 
Officers  unlawfully  pull  over  driver  as  a  pretext  to 

investigate  for  drugs,  Bullock  (D.C.  Cir.) . Nov.  6 

Knock  and  .Announce 

Police  break  into  suspected  drug  dealer’s  home  after  he 

fails  to  answer  door,  Chavez-Miranda  (9th  Cir.) . Dec.  8 

Knock  and  Announce  rule 

Officers  forcibly  enter  residence  without  first  announcing 

their  presence.  Nelson  (LA) . June  7 

Manufacture 

Police  questioning  results  in  constructive  seizure  of 

individual,  Keenom  (AR) . Sept.  8 

Police  stop  vehicle  driving  past  house  being  searched  for 

methamphetamine  lab,  Spotts  (8th  Cir.) . March  5 

Manufacturing 


Man  arrested  for  refusing  a  pat  down  search,  Howe  (AR)  ....Feb.  2 

Jurisdiction 

,  Officers  arrest  suspect  outside  their  jurisdiction. 


Armendariz  (TX) . Feb.  3 

Miranda  Rights 

Investigator  doesn't  reveal  notes  until  after  suppression 

hearing.  Perez  (NY) . Dec.  6 

Officers  dupe  drug  suspect  by  posing  as  maintenance 

workers.  Schinzel  (AZ) . Aug.  5 

Parole  violator  found  naked  in  15-year-old  girl’s  bed. 

Cannon  (DE) . April  8 

Open  Field 

Officers  enter  suspect’s  driveway  to  access  marijuana 

plants.  Gardner  (G A) . Sept.  6 

Pat  Dow  n 

After  consensual  encounter,  suspect  runs  away  from  officer, 

Patterson  (C A) . July  7 

Medicine  bottle  contains  contraband.  Ball  (D.C.  Cir.) . Nov.  3 

Pat  down  reveals  crack  ctK'aine,  Steele  (ME) . July  8 

Possession 

Are  statements  after  illegal  stop  admissible?,  Corbin  (TX)  ...Dec.  4 

Committed  patient’s  rcximmate  overdoses  on  heroin, 

Stott  (NJ) . June  3 

During  a  traffic  stop,  can  an  officer  order  a  passenger  to 
step  out  of  the  car  and  submit  to  a  pat  down?. 

Brown  ( 10th  Cir.) . Sept.  3 

Frisk  conducted  even  though  officer  did  not  suspect  danger, 

Warren  (UT) . Feb.  5 

Man  trying  to  locate  a  Kentucky  Fried  Chicken  arrested  for 

OWl.  Gamon  (lA) . Aug.  7 

Officer  inadvertently  sees  one  man’s  cocaine  in  plain  view 
while  conducting  consensual  search  on  another  man’s 

bag.  McKinney  (MN) . March  6 

Officer  searches  car  incident  to  an  arrest  while  arrestee  is 


handcuffed  and  secured  in  the  patrol  car,  Pumpitus  (lA)  ..March  7 
Officers  claim  they  saw  driver  lighting  marijuana  cigarette 

over  a  four-foot  expressway  obstruction.  Martin  (6th  Cir.)March  8 


Month  Page 


Officers  stop  suspect  and  force  him  to  spit  heroin  from  his 

mouth.  Donaldson  (PA) . Jan.  3 

Police  break  into  house  while  resident  watches  from 

outside,  Ross  (Wl) . Jan.  4 

Suspect  attempts  to  swallow  cocaine  after  seeing  police. 

Zone  (TX) . Oct.  7 

Suspicious  activity  leads  police  to  stop  individual. 

Jefferson  (AR) . Sept.  4 

Probable  Cause 

Suspect  admits  to  possessing  cocaine  after  traffic  stop, 

Serrano  (KS) . Oct.  3 

Vice  check  of  bar  patrons  results  in  seizure  of  crack 

cocaine,  Dobard  (LA) . Sept.  6 

Reasonable  Suspicion 

Driver’s  eagerness  raises  suspicion  of  drug  trafficking. 

Townsend  (6th  Cir.) . Dec.  2 

Police  approach  man  who  drops  trash  bag  revealing 

cocaine.  Chapman  (6th  Cir.) . Dec.  4 

Police  suspeet  clenched  fist  held  a  weapon.  Lopez  (MA) . Dec.  3 

.Search  Incident  to  Arrest 

Troopers  arrest  man  for  public  drinking;  using  man’s  keys, 

searches  for  car,  Blevines  (MA) . May  3 

Spotlight 

Methamphetamine  in  rural  America  —  One  city’s  response. 

By  Susan  R.  Paisner . Nov.  2 

Supreme  Court  Spotlight 

New  light  shed  on  investigative  stop  analysis.  Arvil 

(U.S.  Supreme  Court) . April  2 

Supreme  Court  gives  go  ahead  to  police  searches  on  mass 

transit,  Drayton  (U.S.  Supreme  Court) . Aug.  2 

Without  exigent  circumstances,  w'arrantless  entry  into  home 

is  unconstitutional,  Kirk  (U.S.  Supreme  Court) . Aug.  3 

Traffic  Stop 

Police  assistance  of  motorist  leads  to  discovery  of  cocaine, 

Davidson  (G A) . Dec.  5 

Traffic  stop  leads  to  di.scovery  of  cocaine,  Ga.ston  (GA) . Dec.  6 

Terry  Stop 

Does  visible  presence  of  a  suspicious  object  in  detainee’s 

mouth  provide  probable  cause  to  arrest?.  Love  (IL) . July  5 

Discovery  of  drugs  in  passenger  compartment  leads  to 

search  of  trunk,  Pugh  (ME) . Nov.  7 

Driver’s  wife  allegedly  hands  wallet  with  methamphetamine 

to  officer,  Dominguez  (ID) . Oct.  8 

Suspect  claims  vehicle  stop  was  unjustified.  Carlton 

(6th  Cir.) . Nov.  7 

Suspect  fiees  scene  after  pctlice  discover  drugs, 

Bowden  (TX)  . Oct.  2 

Traffic  Stop 

Minivan  .stopped  for  tinted  window  violation  leads  to 

discovery  of  cocaine,  Moreno  (6th  Cir.) . Oct.  6 

Officer  detains  traffic  violator  longer  than  necessary 

because  of  DMV  error,  Eldridge  (FL) . July  2 

Unprovoked  Flight 

Man  flees  when  officer  approaches  him.  McGee  (FL) . May  7 

Warrantless  Search 

Officer  searches  vehicle  after  being  informed  it  contained 

narcotics,  Salazar  ( 10th  Cir.) . June  5 

Officers  secure  residence  before  search  warrant  arrives, 

Hall(NE) . May  6 

Warrantless  search  of  van  by  police  leads  to  warrantless 

search  of  hotel  room.  Carter  (6th  Cir.) . Nov.  7 


